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1 .\" Copyright (c) 1996, Sun Mcrosystens, Inc. Al Rights Reserved

2 .\" The contents of this file are subject to the terns of the Common Devel oprent
3 .\" You can obtain a copy of the license at usr/src/OPENSOLARI S. LI CENSE or http:
4 .\" Wen distributing Covered Code, include this CDDL HEADER in each file and in
5 .Dd "Jul 20, 2014"

1.\

2 .\" This file and its contents are supplied under the terns of the

3 .\" Common Devel opment and Distribution License ("CDDL"), version 1.0.

4 .\" You may only use this file in accordance with the ternms of version

5 .\" 1.0 of the CDDL.

6 .\"

7 .\" Afull copy of the text of the CDDL should have acconpanied this

8 .\" source. A copy of the CDDL is also available via the Internet at

9 .\" http://ww.illunos.org/license/ CDDL.
10 . \"
11 .\"
12 .\" Copyright 2012 Nexenta Systens, Inc. Al rights reserved.
13 .\" Copyright 2014 Garrett D Anore <garrett @anore. org>
14 .\"
15 .Dd Jul 18, 2014

6 .Dt APROPCS 1

7 .08

8 . Sh NAME

9 .mnapropo& whati s

| ocat e commands by keyword | ookup
19 . Nm apropos ,
20 . Nm whatis
21 .Nd keyword search in
22 .Nmwhatis
23 database files
11 . Sh SYNOPSI S
12 . Nm apr opos
N

. Nm
13 .Op FI M Ar path

14 .Op FI s Ar section

15 . Ar keyword ...

16 . Nm whatis

17 .Op FI M Ar path

18 .Op FI s Ar section

19 . Ar keyword ...

20 . Sh DESCRI PTI ON

21 The

22 . Nm apr opos

23 utility displays the nan page nane, section nunber, and a
24 short description for each nan page whose
25 . Em NAME

26 line contains

27 . Ar keyword .

28 This information is contained in the

35 . Nm

36 utility searches a set of

29 .Nmwhatis

30 dat abase created by the

31 .Fl w

32 option used with

33 . Xr man 1 .

34 If this database is not present,

35 . Nm apr opos

36 and

37 .Nmwhatis

38 fail.
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.Lp
Each word is considered

separately and the case of letters is ignored. Wrds which are part of other
words are consi dered; for exanple, when | ooking for

.Sq conpile ,

. Nm apr opos

finds all instances of

.Sq conpil er

al so.

.Lp

dat abase files matching each

. Ar keyword .

The

. Nm whatis

command perfornms the sane search, but only matches whole words. In the above
exanpl e,

utility does the sane search but only on conplete words. The

. Nm whatis

woul d not match the instances of

.Sq conpiler
when

. Ar keyword

is

.Sq conpile .

.Lp

The

. Nm apr opos

colnmaEd Is actually just the

CFl-

option to the

dat abase files are created using the

.Xr man 1

conmand.

. Sh OPTI ONS

.Bl -tag -width "-s section"

.Bl -tag -width ".Fl d"

It FI MAr path

Force a specific colon separated nanual path instead of the
default search path. Overrides the MANPATH environnent vari able.
Force a specific colon separated manual path instead of the default search path.
Overrides the

. Ev. MANPATH

environment vari abl e.

.1t FIl s Ar section

Restrict search to specified section.

Restrict search to specified

.Ar section .

. Sh  ENVI RONVENT

.Bl -tag -width "MANPATH, PATH'

The fol l owi ng environment variables affect the execution of
.Nm :

.Bl -tag -width ".Ev MANPATH , PATH'

.1t Ev MANPATH , PATH

Used to find the location of the

.Nm whati s

dat abase.

dalt abase files.

. El

. Sh FI LES

.Bl -tag -width "/usr/share/ man/ whatis"
.1t Pa [usr/share/ man/whatis

tabl e of contents and keyword database

. El
. Sh EXAMPLES
.Ss Exanple 1 To find a man page whose NAME |ine contains a keyword
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90 Try

.Lp
92 . D exanpl e% apr opos password

93 .Lp

94 If the line starts

95 .So Ar filenane Ns Po Ar section Pc .\|.\|. Sc

96 you can run

97 .Lp

98 .DI % Nmman FI s Ar section Ar filenanme

99 .Lp

100 to display the man page for \flfilename\fR

101 . Ss Exanple 2 To find the man page for the subroutine \fBprintf()
102 Try

.Lp
104 . D exanpl €% Nm apropos Li format
105 .Lp
106 and then

.Lp
108 . D exanple% Nmman FI s Ar 3C Li printf
L

-Lp
110 to get the mmnual page on the subroutine
111 . Xr printf 3C .
112 . sSh DI AGNOSTI CS
113 .Bl -tag -width Ds
114 .1t "/usr/share/ man/whatis: No such file or directory"
115 The
69 . Nm
70 utility exits O if a keyword matched and 1 if no keywords are matched or
116 . Nm whati s
117 dat abase does not exist.
118 The conmmand
119 . Nm man
120 .Fl w
121 nmust be run to create it.
122 . E
123 . Sh CODE SET | NDEPENDENCE
124 Enabl ed.
72 dat abases are found.
125 . Sh | NTERFACE STABI LI TY
126 .Nm Committed .
75 . Sh CODE SET | NDEPENDENCE
76 Enabl ed.
127 .Sh SEE ALSO
128 . Xr man 1 ,
129 . Xr catman 1M
79 . Xr mandoc 1

no




